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Bot Edits

AnomieBOT:  Housekeeping Bot

of AnomieBOT’s human reverted 
edits were reverted at the same 
time as a human edit

93% 

Key Takeaways

revert   ≠   conflict

● Lots of bot reverts are self-reverts, 
thus are not conflict

● Some bots are reverted because of 
human disagreements

Background

RevertEdit

WIKIPEDIA is an online encyclopedia that anyone can edit

● Changes to the encyclopedia pages are called edits

● Bots make repetitive edits automatically 

● A revert undoes one or more previous edits

● A self-revert is when a user reverts their own edit

1% of edits 
reverted, mostly 
by humans

Problem & Approach

Problem: Understanding bot conflict requires 
context, which previous research ignores

Approach: In-depth examination of bot edits 
and reverts

97% 

revert  ＝  conflict?

AnomieBOT is more frequently 
reverted by humans than how 
many bots?

Cyberbot I:  Statistics Bot

of Cyberbot I’s reverted edits 
were self-reverted97%

97% Cyberbot I is more frequently 
reverted than how many bots?

● Bot conflict could destabilize the encyclopedia

● Some researchers have assumed that reverts mean 
conflict
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13% of edits 
reverted, 
mostly by 
self


